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The Birth 


When, on March 31st, 1848, one of the 
Fox. sisters, at Hydesville, Rochester, 
U.S.A., said in a half amused w: ay, “Now, 
old Splitfoot, do as I do,'' she m: idé one of 
the most astounding discoveries that has 
reached our modern world. 

Hydesville was a simple house, where, it 
is assumed, a pedlar had been murdered, 
some years before the Fox family came to 
occupy it; his body had been buried in the 
cellar. Constant rappings seriously dis- 
turbed the Fox family. 

The father was much perplexed regarding 
them. 

At first, the rappings were attributed t« 
a neighbouring shoemaker ; but it was found 
that they took place when the shoemaker 
was no longer at work. On March 31st, 
1848, they became so marked that the father 
of the Fox family become gravely alarmed ; 
then one of his daughters, who had becom« 
familiar with the knockings, asked thi 
supposed spirit to imitate her example. 

She clapped her hands several times ; this 
was followed by a similar number of knocks, 
She then made several silent gestures with 
her fingers. The spirit answered with a 
similar number of knocks. 

* Mother,'' the girl exclaimed, 
can see, as well as hear !"' 

Che mother became interested, 

“How many children have 1?" 


"the spirit 


asked the 
mother. 

Seven knocks were given, Mrs. Fox 
had only six members of her family alive. 
She paused a moment and then asked, 

“How many children have I living?” 

Six knocks were given. Here was 
evidence of intelligence ! The neighbours 
were called in, Other questions were put, 
and answered by means of the knockings. 
|t was ascertained, by the use of the 
alphabet, which was suggested by à Quaker, 
Isuac Post, that a man had been murdered 
in that house, and that his body had been 
buried in the cellar. The floor of the cellar 
was dug, but no skeleton was found, only 
traces of human hair, and a piece of the 
skull with evidence of quicklime. 

A terrible hubbub arose on the part of the 
neighbours. Many were indignant that the 
quiet tenor of their lives should be disturbed. 
[he antagonism became so pronounced that 
the Fox family had to remove to Rocheste: 
A public enquiry was held—with the usua! 
ending. 

But, to the eternal credit ol the Fox 
family. they held to their position; and the 
three Fox became remarkable 
mediums, The explanation of the phenomena 
at Hydesville lay in the fact that these young 
girls were psychic, and offered to the out 
Charles Bosna, the pedlar, 


sisters 


raged spirit of 
the means of communication with this 
outward material world. 

[here is one striking sequel to this 
narrative. In the year 1904, when some 
children were playing in the cellar of the 
house at Hydesville, where the rappings 
had taken place in 1848. a wall fel! down 
[his was discovered to have been a 
temaaqrary wall, built of rough stones from 
the neighbouring field, and not the true wall 
of the cellar; between this temporary wall 
and the true wall of the cellar the skeleton 
of a man's body was found, thus confirming 
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of Modern Spiritualism. 


THE DISCOVERY OF THE FOX 
SISTERS. 
By the REV. JOHN LAMOND, D.D. 


PROFESSOR GEORGE HENSLOW. 
what had been stated by the knockings in 
1 848, 

It is from this incident that modern 
Spiritualism may be said to have taken its 
rise. A wave of interest spread over the 
United States; it reached Great Britain and 
other nations, until the movement is now 
world-wide. 

Previous to this, Andrew Jackson Davis, 
an unlettered youth from Poughkeepsie, 
New York State, had dictated his book, 
"Nature's Divine Revelations,” later, 
Hudson Tuttle published his ''Arcana of 
Nature," Dr. Peebles followed with his 
book, ''The Seers of the Ages,’’ and Mrs. 
Tappan, who afterwards became Mrs. 
Richmond, appeared as a trance orator. 
Mrs. Tappan possessed the extraordinary 
gift of speaking for nearly an hour on any 
subject that might be prescribed by her 
i 'udieni ec 

In this way, the spiritual telegraph 
tween the Seen and the Unseen worlds 
was established. The idea was at first 

diculed, scorned, denounced by many who 
ought to have known better. Horace 
Greeley, the great editor, however, took the 
matter up, and Judge Edmonds, of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and 
Professor Hare, of Philadelphia, gave 
valuable testimony. David Douglas Home, 
who was born in Edinburgh, but who, in his 
youth, had been taken to the United States, 
developed psychic gifts of an ext 
character. In his visits to Europe, he was 
interviewed by kings and princes. 

We have travelled a good way, 
since these early days. It was the firm 
belief of many of the ioneers that their 


mission was to abolish ianity. This 
was not the case as regards Mrs. T: 
who always mentioned the name of 


Christ with reverence. But there were 
others, who took up a more pronounced 
attitude. At the same time, there was ever 


a large section of Spiritualists, who 
recognised, in these modern phenomena, a 
convincing proof of the reality of the 
phenomena recorded in the Scriptures. 
From the dawn of the movement until the 


present hour, there have been the two 


sections working side by side—those who 


were interested in the phenomena from 
purely scientific reasons, and another 
section, who perceived in the phenomena 
the confirmation of their own deepest beliefs 
in the Christian faith. 

Now, we are actually tapping the Christ 
sphere, through the wonderful instrument- 
alitv of Mr. F. Bligh Bond, and his 
Mr. Bligh Bond has rendere: 


a service to the cause of Spiritualism that 


coadjutors. 


will only be adequatelv appreciated in the 
far-olf years. 

His first book, ‘‘The Gate of Remem- 
startled us all; but, in mv 
“The Company of Avalon" is 


ET ^3 
In his later writings 


brance,’ 

judgment, 
even more wonderful. 
Mr. Bond not merely takes us to Glaston- 
bury, with all the sacred memories that 
gather around it, but into the very presence 
of The Christ, Himself. His 
Philip" sheds an additional light upon the 
Ministry of our Lord ; when the final part is 
published, we may be able to entertain 
clearer views of the Resurrection. In ‘‘The 
Chronicle of Cleophas," which is still 
awaiting publication, fresh light will be shed 
on the Apostolic period. 

It is all very wonderful. 
living in times of divine inspiration. What 
does it matter that the thoughtless ones 
ignore these facts? To God's own, they are 
precious beyond all price. 

In the Royal Academy of Edinburgh, Sir 
George Reid, who was President of the 
Academy, has two pen-and-ink 
One little sketch represents the source of the 
River Tweed, far up among the hills of 
Moffat. The other small sketch represents 
the Tweed as that river enters the Ocean at 
Berwick. 

I have gone back in thought to the humble 
beginnings of the modern Spiritualistic 
movement, which in a sense is modern, but 
in reality is as old as the hills, 

Who ean forecast what the little streamlet 
will ultimately become? Let all honour be 
given to the Fox family who, in face of an 
unbelieving and scornful! world, bravely 
maintained their position. Tt was through 
their instrumentality that this spiritual 
telegraph between the seen and the unseen 
worlds was established. 

The ultimate 


'*Gospel ot 


Indeed, we are 


sketches. 


consequences — who can 
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The Rev. Professor George Henslow, m 


I have placed his photograph before me as 
I write; and he is here as really as his 
photograph ; perhaps more really, if we could 
but comprehend what reality means. I hear 
his voice in my spirit as I heard it of old, 
only the signs of age have passed away, and 
again he speaks with the strength of mature 
manhood. He is able to achieve this result 
in my case, because he learned years ago how 
to speak to spirits: During the latter years 
of his prolonged life, he was unable to 
attend church service, and every Sunday 
morning he conducted the usual church 
service for the day, alone to all appearances 
earthly, but far from alone in reality, for 
myriads were present; and as part of that 
service he always preached a sermon to the 
assembled spirits, 

That his words were appreciated, and still 
more his desire to help unprogressed spirits, 
has been attested by the variety of messages 
he has received through various media from 
those spirits who had been present listea'ng, 
and who cheered him with their thanks, when 
they could convey their appreciation by 
human words. It has been my privilege to 
convey spirit appreciation to him more than 
once; as it has been my privilege to be 
present on one such Sunday morning, to 
participate in his service, 

Now he is conveying appreciation to me to 
encourage me. He is going to help me more 
rather than less, because he is not now so 
limited by physical considerations, and his 
energies have a wider range of operation— 
more than world-wide, in fact. He has been 
visiting my Church vestry—which he never 
visited in the flesh; but years ago he 
presented me with a vestry clock; and its 
ticking reminds me of him every time I hear 
it; and now as I listen to its vibration and 
think of him, I realise his presence, and his 
great desire to encourage me; and I am 
encouraged. He realises, too, that I need 
that encouragement ; and therefore he, out of 
the greatness of his heart, promises to help 
me more. 

He was a voluminous writer, His forte 
was botany—of which he was for some years 
Professor at Cambridge University, He 
understood his subject, and his writings on 
botany are standard text-books in many a 
school. Naturally he was a teacher of 
evolution, but it was an evolution which 
transcended Darwin's, and showed a wider 
knowledge and a greater power of thought 
and deduction, This study naturally had its 
effect upon his religious views, w views 
he has bibe in many books on the 
subject—''Evolution and Religion" ; **Chris- 
tian Beliefs reconsidered in the Light of 
Modern Thought"; **Present-Day Rational- 
ism Critically Examined"; “ no 
Product of Evolution" ; **The At-one-ment, 
or the Gospel of Reconciliation”; “The 
Spiritual Teaching of Christ's Life," being 
some of them. 

He is perhaps better known 
Spiritualists as the author of “Proofs of 
Truth of Spiritualism'—a book which is n 
too long or cumbrous, but which deals 
all phases of phenomena t 
subject, and is illustrated y 
and photographs of the re 
phenomena, This book hav 
widely, for it is found 
book of its kind which 
since its publication, 
Crawford on his : 
Goligher Cirele, I 
Prof. Henslow, 
with its reve tions. 
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also some in manu 
could not publ 
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A GREAT SPIRITUALIST. 
BY THE REV. J. W. POTTER. 


matter beyond doubt, This was because, 
like our friend Rev, Walter Wynn, he had 
studied it deeply instead of superficially; he 
had considered its esoteric content as well as 
its exoteric proclamation; he had seen 
present-day phenomena anticipated and set 
forth in all its pages, showing to him that it 
followed unchanging laws, which are 
independent of time and age and race and the 
mood and thought of the time. Henee the 
Book was a veritable Word of God to him 
as it is to all who take the trouble to under 
stand it; and which explains why it has 
persisted as the Book of books through ages 
and will so remain in spite of the silly 
attitude adopted toward it by superficial 
minds. 


His knowledge of the evolution of thought 
and conception was profound. On one 
occasion I had written on ‘‘the Origin of the 
Devil,"—meaning of course, the origin of 
the term or conception ‘‘devil."’ He 
immediately wrote me as follows: 

To complete the storv of the devil, | 
will briefly trace the history as given in the 
Bible. In early days men could not grasp 
abstract ideas; thus Dr Savce savas a 
' god " meant nothing to the Babylonian 
unless he had a name. Similarly, when 
anything was created, it was necessary to 
give the name, as in Genesis (i hapter 1.) 

All human emotions and ideas, et 
which are abstract, had somehow to be ri 
garded as concrete; to do thi a, the mcient 
Israclites tacked on the word ' pirit 
which primarily meant "breath" oi wind 
The Hebrew, Greek ud Latin word 


SPIRITUS, hence the English pirit, 
primarily mennt breath, "'' uud breath 
came to be a synonym for life, as in the 
expression "Breath. of lile: that was suf 
ficient to make the word “ life '' concrete 
In the next place the question arose, 
whence came the emotions, etc. ? Primi 
tive man could not realise that they origi 
nated in himself ; and as God was the onl 
source conceivable, the word pirit 


acquired personality, and so we read how 
the spirit of this or that came down from 
God, and rested upon or entere ca man. who 
was angry, jealous, et 
minded. Thus, in Ex. xxvii. 3, are thi 
words: “Il have filled him with the 
wisdom." In Numbers v. 14 we read lh 
it of jealousy came upon him In 
umbers xvi. 22 we read: '* The God of th 
of all fesh, ete. [In Samuel xvi. 14 
: An evil rit came from the Lord and 
troubled him,'" Le., Saul; and he Hung his 
spear at David. God was thus supposed to 
be as 


thor of man's evil doings 


s Or me od and nohh 


to the devil. In Il. Samuel 
read: “ The anger of the Lord 


pad moves 
z pn nubes Joab, 
remonstrates 


J 


AfWary , 
7 y 
" J 


* 

that Satan (fohn. xlii 47 
Judas. Iscariot, "' l tere 

Again, when Anania ind Sp 
brought before Peter, he said MP Ohi 
SATAN filled thy heart to llep o 9 
nella: ' How is it that thou hast Hu 
this. thing in thy heart ? fh, mm 
th conception of Satan were w "N) 
ivimbol onb inel not a renl pert P 
man only is really responsibl, fen 
doing i "o 5t | ume i Las, 
say when he ia tempted I am +, a 
God,’ foe God cannot be tempted af, 
He Himself tempteth no man, hut 
is tempted when he is dray 
own lust and enticed. 

Christ ud | beheld ian fall, 
livhtning from Heaven” (Luki T 
lige tring vanishes Into noth | 
Satan, or the devil, 1. INNO M 
though the sin ind evil of mankind 
till Heaven is reached, wherein hoth an 
existent, pel onified as TET å 
trance refused 

That quotation will give rend: à 
ippreciition of his method of t 
subject, of his mode of thought and appro 
uul of the grounds upon ' hieh he based 


deductions 

He was a colleague of Archdeacon t 
during the time that the Arched 
making his istoundin investigant 
may astounding’ advisedh 
investienations been conducted in ! 


they would have turned the thou 


wintry upside down His result 

with the marvellous phenomena bt 
through Home and Eglinton, date ur era 
thu philo oph inel histor: ol p 
investipution, whieh ha na inrnllel i i 
present dus iiy whert on thu ears 
Phenomena to«a ha become of 


intellectual kind, and demands the a 


the intellect, rather than the 
physical sight ud touch and hea TY 
the ease in those da 
I have een spiritsurht | | Wain: 
iV th medium im pros m 
mly one person in thi orla i 
LIH can be pt «luececd in uc! "mua 
i i ndt theri not in I \ 
present da T n lium l ) 
i h wi m uch materia na 
peeducibk i manilested throuweh — Eclint 
ud hi compeers ; foi uc by tation 


i obtained through Huske ane — William 
uu blown 


faculties ia of à kind far tran cending. any 


Hut the ippeal te the intellectu 


thing! that wie Obtained at that period, un 
in the case of the automatic wi iting throug 
Stainton Moses and that whieh cam throug 
David  Duguid; and present-day trand 
speaking has, in my opinion reac bed 
height, in certain causes. which has bow 
unsurpassed bn this land: during ite whole 
history ; and approximates again, un case 
to the quality of trance communicatio 
tecorded in the Bible, 
In this conclusion Prolessor Henslow was 
in. agreement with me. 
As he proposes to continue his work, | 
may have opportunity to write Further cur 
OF another occasbon ; so talk the 
may be looked upon as an introduction, T 
event which has transpires ia nor the closing 
Of his life, but. the pening of it to armi 
ma ly roaesbhud: lm Pound an 
to have opened to fulnem ul 
y wnd fragrance, — Fherelom ! 
in a more glorious Til 
à mapper bian radiant 
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Church and State: the Christian Polity. 


AS SAID TO HAVE BEEN ORDERED BY JESUS. 


(Note to new readers,— The present is a 
fourth study of the Chronicle of Cleophas 
—a new record of the Acts of the Apostles 
vouched for by Dr. Oesterley, Examiner 
in Hebrew, and obtained by automati 
writing. 
ber 30th, January 6th and 13th.) 


See previous issues for Decem- 


[ promised to give a sketch of what is 
to be found in the Chronicle concerning 
first Apostolic Church 
in Jerusalem, and it seems to me that th« 


the building of the 


story will be likely to have special interest 
to-day, when new systems of social experi- 
ment are much in the public mind, and a 
industrial evils is 


sought. We have 


at which ck 


solution for out grave 


being most earnestly 


reached a point iss antagonism 


a waning in- 


in this 1 
fluence. But the formula that will end this 


and introduce 


country seems to be 


permanent stability in 
whole body politic seems yet lacl ing. The 
Communist ideal has ` penetrated the 
national mind to an increasine extent, not- 
withstanding the horror 


perversion in Russia, where the principle 


attend ng upo! 


has been applied to the whole system of 
government and in a cruel and cor p , 
manner, Now we are ott m to ec 
the Apostl of Christ ar: aid to | 
handled thi problem a 
teaching of the Master, Jesus Christ 
Shortly after the removal of Anar nd 
Sapphira, the \po tk were taken and p 
in the publi prec |, being 


a result of the d 


" accu ed of editior 
nd disturbance of the peace thro igh the 
open preaching in the Temple. From 
prison they were delivered by an angel 
through the instrumentality of Peter, whose 
psychical powers were used by the angele 
messenger, It is a wonderful story On 
re gaining freedom, the Twelve aan sought 
to continue thei publi ministrations, and 
at an early hour they were sought out by 
the Captain of the Guard, and taken before 
the Elders and other Senators, who weri 
prepared to subject them to trial and exami- 
nation, and with weighty arguments to con- 
found them, The priesthood were afraid of 
their growing influence, but they durst not 
openly oller them violence, for fear of the 
people, who were largely on their side, So 
they were invited to accompany the Captain, 
who: 

"did bow him to the ground in answer, 
and with civil words did entreat Peter and 
the brethren to speak of their doctrines be- 
lore the company ol Elders, 

Peter saw the trap, but was moved bv the 
Spirit to assent. 

“He did make answer that he and the 
disciples would go before the Elders if pro- 


mise were made that those in authority 


would hearken to their words And the 
Captain, having sworn that this should be 
80, they hied them to the plac e ol Assembly 


where sat the Elders of Israel.’ 
This promise was honoured But o 


within the doors were shut fast and the 
' 


brethren were told that certain charge: 
would be made against them They w ld 
then be allowed to reply, and udement 


would be given 
Now these charges were that they had 


sought privily to make conspiracy igainst 
the State that it. was their design ti 
take from the h men their possessions, to 


rob all those who were traders of their mer- 


chandise, and to take from the Treasury 
such stores of gold as it contained. This 
giving 
to beggars and thieves such alms as would 
lead them to make disturbance and insur- 
rection; and thus would civil authority be 
overthrown, ` 

St. James is spokesman for the brethren, 
and we have the record of his wordy warfare 
with a cunning lawyer, who ce comes 
of second best. is | to im- 


would thev share with one another, 


Meca dis 


is also or Churches within it. 


By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND. 


put in fear and silenced. Then James begins 
his address, and this is so remarkable that 
I propose to quote it ter 
' James then did teach them concerning 
he ordering of po SSIOnS ong 
Brethre He told of the I ot 
Lord Christ, and how all should share w 
one l Yet had Jesus ne g et 
th th T d be the rule of the S I 
Hi ds Rendi nto Caes I 
tl es that b Cæsar s and to God € 
things that be God’s 
Men of Is said Ja ]es I we uld 
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Je sus t the he | £ 
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of Heave ! i M tha 105 tt 
>p ' hould re 1 Ww th the cart ol 
men 
' But man be 5 i 


that outward sha a 
that it shall image the Spirit in Its beaut; 
nd in [ts truth 

"So shall there be a State, and all men 
shall obey its laws But let them gathe: 


together and hearken to the teachings of 
those who have the knowledge of Christ 
within them, Then, when they are fillea 
with the Spirit of Truth, let them form 
themselves into brotherhoods. And ali 
those within a brotherhood shall share and 
share alike and have a common treasury. 
Thus will all have ease of mind, and those 
with peculiar gifts for the work of the Lora 
shall be freed."’ 

"But those that thus gather together must 
be subject to the ruling of Christ; and must 
they have charity and seek to help them 
that be within the Order and be of the 
Brethren, by rendering love as well as their 
There may 
within one State. 
And these shall, if this be so, deal with one 
an r civilly, seeking the common good 
for all. But each Brotherhood shall have 
ts own treasury and its own officers. Only 

the teaching of Christ shall they be in 

cord in all that mattereth. 
brotherhoods shall not seek to 

. voke upon those that would not be ot 
them Every man and woman must enter 
of his own free will into the Church, which 
ccketh as its first rule to make common 
division among the Brethren. 

There shall be division also in work, and 
n all things ; and those that be wise of spirit 
must seek to order all these matters so that 
there shall be no envy or jealousy; so that 
the Sisters and Brothers in Christ Jesus 
share the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth in 
great peace and happiness. 

` It be the only ordering of Man so that 
he shall rise above the beast of the fiela 
and live in truth in the Spirit of Christ Jesus. 

“This be the substance of the speech 
James. He did call to the mind of 
hearers that above all things, the must 
not be confounded with the Brotherhoods 


share of goods to one another. 


be many brotherhoods 


lhese 


Fe 


MS 


[he State said h« s for the guard- 
ng ot the ole peopl € idging 
nt | for tl g l 
itte I de nd ' 
dá Ni h í 
A - - 

EC , I 

g Í Kingd He 
Image sa ; 

he V i 
So € ja S i 
' a rains Q4 
i Chur í 
give streng the St l 
Bre i he ( 
the 1 Dr 
o Cæsa i ep 

Not being verse $ and socia 
Scie Í s t pres 

g! : 

l $ T 
i g A pe S G 

Sta 50 S A 

p 1 X 

5S‘ ‘ M A 

] [| S 

] ) Ss S s S 
- g ; 
mim AA 
moulds 1 pi 
Apos 
) 
"Tr Q 
Qi 
K &T E 
b 1 t D - 
tal | Woi i 24 
- D 5S X 
, : 
t it d 
M 1 ) 
iw ol 1 c 
1 his heart 
— 

[he spirit-benedictions which have been 
given at the close of the Couns ting s 
have usually been stately and dignihed and 
solemn, and have usually been g 
much progressed spirits. One e 

i i 
controls arranged for a poor Lancas id 

" ji 

to follow one bearing a great name. He 
spoke with us in general l I a 
little while; then came the Doxology And 
in view of what we have usually received, 
and in view of what had een sarc 


previously, the spirit-benediction that 
followed was in the circumstances one ol 
the most affecting ever received by us; and 
never shall we forget the manner of its 
utterance, nor the spirit that thrilled tt. Its 
simplicity was heavenly :- 

"And ye'll take the blessing of a poor 
Lancashire lad, | hope! Amen.’ 


Ever since this Paper started, we have 
drawn its weekly poster in such manner 
that it is capable of being posted about any 
locality, and is appropriate in any pla« e and 
any time as an advertising feature. But 
we carefully refrained from saying as much, 
or inviting Churches to do this, because we 
wanted them to perceive this thing of them- 
selves, and do it on theis own initiative, 
We may now speak of it, because we 
have learned from quite a number of 
churches that this is the very thing they 
are doing. 
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'See that YE ABOUND in THIS grace 
also.’ 


SPIRITUALISM IS CHRISTIAN, 


Since we began the publication of lhe 
Christian Spiritualist’ we have been 
beseiged with a certain class of communi 
cation, Hints have often been made throug! 
various writers that ordinary Spiritualist 
are not openly Christian; and that some o 
them are anti-Christian, These letters 
indicate to some extent the ground for those 
statements; our conclusion, based upon 
ouch observation, and evolved after much 
discussion of the matter with other 
observers, has not been altered by those 
letters; nor have we had occasion to treat 
them with much esteem, 

The conclusion referred to is this-—that the 
greater part of the following of Spiritualism 
is Christian at heart, but there are some 
so-called leaders still persisting, who are 
anti-Christian; and others who are non- 
Christian; that these leaders have loud 
voices and much command of their press, 
and that they do not appropriately represent 
their following, but are tolerated because of 
their record as pioneers and propagandists in 
psychical research, 


WHAT IS LACKING? 


They are dying out, They are getting 
ir tide is fast. 


are being left high and 
The people of $ 
We have had letters from 


nearly every Spiritualist church and «tu 
m the kingdom «(oh nd 
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many of the leaders ol ^ 

vet, lor some reason oF 

the old leaders of the old 

and fear to break away. i 

the efforts to stay the ed 

as surely as the sun arose 
To aver that the - 
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C"Á 


THE 


thi continuit ol life—an assertion 
which tens of millions of Christians avow 
every day; it is therefore not an unique ideal 
If we were to assert that the lack is one ol 
power--sptiritual power : again we should be 
near the truth; but we do not limit our 
assertions to these features, because we have 
found each of themreand infinitely. mor: 
to Ix comprehended m A solitary figuri ol 
speech, a Person, nnd great Being —Cirist 
In Him we see the Lite embodied, the [deal 
act forth, the Power manifested And at 
one with Him we participate in them 
realities It is this which gives force and 
aspiration, vision end sustenance to the 
Christian. Spiritualist movement 


PROGRESSION IS ESSENTIAL. 

We aver that Spiritualism as a body i 
Christian Spiritualist; and the coming days 
will attest that fact Those who have 
slighted Spiritualism in the past have bad 
some ground for it, ; nd the proletariat have 
sulfered the slight for which they are 


only indirectl re sponsible they have 
suffered vicariously, and borne the r cio 
bravel ; but their cevird will not now iw 
long delayed SÓpiritualism will come rto 
its own; and its followers will come to be 
honoured amongst their fellow Christians for 
what they are, and what they are thought to 
be will be forgotten in the radiance of what 
is 
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re d overing that. the [nets ol 
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thew theology amd practice 
“WHO WAS CHRIST 7” 


We are leat tie these assertions b 
letters we receive, ae well as by our observa 
Lons, and the apprehensum of spirit-trut 
which presses irresistibly to that develop 
mont. Many ol these letters are written tor 
the pu poma of drawing us out to open com 
bat ; others are tentative and obsequiis; 
others are frankly prc wanted atu : others are a 
unieasion of failure; some of them are 
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ideals of the Society. bt in not os scattered 
units but às a corporate body that we om 
Besi bear witness to the truth of (heiwtias 
Spir itbualism. 
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What "Trivial Messages" Mean to Mourners 


"LOVE AND DEATH "-—THE SIMPLE STORY OF *PAUL'S MOTHER." 


"Love and Death," which has just been 
published, — is merely signed — *'Paul's 
Mother. ` 

Three years ago, she says, she was feeling 
how impotent her life was and longing to 
contribute more effectively to ‘‘the real 
work of the world,’’ when it was borne in 
upon her that the only personal thing of 
value she could give was to pass on to others 
what she had learnt of Spiritualism. Again 
and again the task of writing her story, for 
other eyes to read, proved too hard for her. 

"More than once,” she says, “I decided 
I could not go through with it. I could only 
tear up what I had written and keep it sealed 
in my heart. But this decision did not give 
me peace. The words sounded in my heart 
continually *Freely ye have received, freely 
give.’ ’’ i 

“It is public knowledge that the Rev. 
F. C. Spurr has felt impelled to do some- 
thing of the same sort in connection with his 
lost son in ‘The Heart of a Father,’ ’’ says 
Sir Oliver Lodge in a foreword, ‘‘and that 
similar facts have overborne the scepticism 
of that well-known writer, Robert Blatch- 
ford, in ‘Some Things in Heaven and 
Earth. . . .’. The accumulative evidence 
goes on increasing.  Sooner or later, the 
fact of inter-communion will be generally 
recognised and thereby not only will 
bereavement be lightened but the meaning 
of life will become clearer.” 

The story of Paul's Mother is one ol 
those simple ones, common in the Spiritualist 
movement. Very simply, and very easily, 
did this bereaved mother discover the truth. 

Her husband, a Frenchman, was killed by 
the Germans, a month after the war started. 
Her only son, Paul, died of illness, soon 
after the war came to an end. 

The extraordinary thing about his passing 
was that, as he was lying in semi-delirium 
towards the end, he said, **When I leave all 
this, Mother, will you come to me?” 

"Oh I want to," she replied. ''I will, if 
I am allowed. I will go with you as far as 
ever I am allowed to. You must ask.” 

"Yes, I will ask,” he replied. *'It will 
be perfectly all right.” 

Paul's Mother, who had not had her 
clothes off for ten days, had left her son for 
a little while and gone to her rooms for a 
bath and change of linen. 

"When I was just beginning to dress 
again," she records, ''I felt, suddenly and 
imperatively, that I had to lie down on the 
bed. I do not remember lying down, only 
intending suddenly to do so. In the same 


moment I found myself rising, mounting, 


(I cannot say climbing, as I was not using 
my feet) on a kind of white rocky spiral— 
making my way upwards with terrible effort, 
conscious only that I was hand in hand with 
Paul. 'A brother spirit, a brother spirit'— 
| seemed to feel rather than hear the words, 
over and over again. 

"At first we were together, but as I went 
on, striving always to mount higher, 1 felt 
him get above and beyond me, still holding 
me, and trying to help me on up with him. 
Suddenly, my power of striving upwards 
gave out; I reached a rocky peak on which 
| knew | must stay. 

"I saw nothing, and heard no word, but 
| knew that I could go no farther, that my 
boy's hand was being loosed from mine, 
then that he had gone. I came to myself, 
saying aloud, ‘Pegs! He is gone!’ and | 
found myself lying along the bed, my heart 
thumping so that I could not breathe. 1l 
knew that my boy had ‘got out of this'— 
l had been allowed to go with him the first 
few steps of his journey, and it was 
‘perfectly all right.’ 

“I looked at my watch, it was three 
minutes past eleven; and feeling faint and 
exhausted, I lay still. Not long after, l 
heard Helen's latch-key in the door, and she 

n ‘Mother, he wont 


came in, sayi ulet 
need the operation. 


BY A PLAIN BLUNT MAN. 


is dead,’ I answered. 'Have you heard? 
How do you know?’ she asked, in surprise, 
as I quickly finished dressing and returned 
with her to the hospital. I told her. 

"She had been alone with him when he 
drew his last breath. I asked her at what 
time that was. 'My watch is two or three 
minutes slow, and it said just eleven o'clock. 
Then I called the Sister, but by the time 
someone had come, and the time was marked 
on the chart, it was five minutes past 
eleven. A Eig 

‘‘Nearly a month after Paul's death, one 
evening, when praying for him, I seemed to 
feel rather than hear him asking me to go to 
a medium. He had something to tell me. 
After doing my utmost to put it aside during 
a fortnight, I told Helen about it as a thing 
that worried me, and was a constant dis- 
traction in my prayers. To my great surprise 
she told me she was having the same 
experience. 

“The idea of going to a medium would 
have been so far from my own mind or wish, 
that it would have been most unlikely for it 
to have originated within myself, and when 
I found that Helen too had felt Paul's urgent 
call I was sure that it had another source 
than imagination. 

“What then should we do? I shrank 
very much from going to a medium, but my 
hesitation was a matter of personal distaste, 
which I could not allow to stand in the way 
need of Paul's. I had no objection 
whatever on religious grounds. 

‘We could only ask for distinct guidance 
as to God's will. Most surely the Father 
of Lights, who had granted to my boy his 


of any 


request that I might be with him in his 
dying, did not care less for his need now 
than then. We wanted to do what was 


absolutely the best for him, not only what 
was allowable, or merely not wrong, but the 
best, the truest means of progress and 
happiness for him in his new life, and while 
we could not know or judge, God would 
assuredly give it if we relied on Him.” 

They dreaded going to a professional 
medium ; but, finally, Helen and her mother 
thought they ought to give their son 
a chance, **and we ought to let him say what 
he wants to say.” 

They called on Mr. Vout Peters; but, 
obviously because of a fear of the women 
police, they only heard, ''Mr. Peters sees 
no one without an introduction," and the 
door was shut. So they went on to Mrs. 
Brittain. 

"She told us that she felt someone might 
come to whom she ought to give a sitting 
and had kept an hour free for it, though all 
her time was booked up otherwise.” 

Paul's Mother makes a note of her 
feelings at this time. 

‘There are religious people who would 
say that, even to consider the question of 
consulting a medium, is dallying with a 
temptation from the Evil One and is 
disobeying God's commands," she says. 
"To them I would say that I see no 
connection between the Old Testament 
prohibitions and condemnations of sorcery, 
enchantments, divinations, etc., and our use 
of a medium under God's will, to bring us 
a message from our boy. 

"| would never, either then or now, 


law, for our growth and development, that 
we should rightly use and exercise these 
of 
r of 


faculties; and to take 


one's 


way of she 
choice, and 


ecisiot 


the habit some people have of consulting 
mediums for guidance in their projects, and 
asking for a definite decision as to the 
advisability of a financial enterprise, or as 
to whether they will be successful or not in 
any undertaking they contemplate. Against 
this reliance—both 
often disastrous— 


silly and wrong, and 
really the 
I feel 
bound to protest, and I emphatically wish to 
distinguish our recourse to a medium from 
this kind of thing. 

*"There is another aspect of this that also 
calls for attention. The dead have done 
their earthly training ; they have had their 
share of the world's worry, and perplexity ; 
it is no more their part now to take the 
trouble of our decisions off us than it is to 
provide us with our daily bread. Not that 
they are detached from our difficulties ; they 
are still closely and intimately bound up in 
all that concerns us; above all they are 
interested for us in helping us to face and to 
solve our own problems as part of our 
spiritual training.” 

Well, Paul's Mother sat with Mrs. 
Brittain and, immediately, she got evidence. 
Indeed, as her story is recorded, she got 
nothing but evidence. Her son told her what 
he was doing, gave proof 


on ‘the spirits,’ 
unexamined utterances of a medium, 


of his survival, 
spoke about his family, and Paul’s father, 
too, gave evidence that he was there. 

It is idle to try and tell the story in detail, 
as Paul’s Mother records it, because it is 
only in little how, 
without giving away one scrap of inform- 


bits; but she shows 


ation to the medium, she got abundant 
proof, 
"Life and Death’’ is another of those 


books which show how the much-jeered-at 
trivialities which come over from the other 
world mean so much to the people who hear 
them. 

‘What value, if any, the record of these 
sittings may have for others or what 
impression it may make on those who did 
not know Paul or us, I cannot judge,” 
the writer. ‘‘To ourselves, the communi- 
cations, particularly from Paul and his 
father, but also from others, bore the 
indubitable stamp of truth. 

“All possibility of mind-reading of which 
I had been afraid was absolutely excluded ; 
the communications often spoke, not only of 
what I had least expected, but in some cases 
of things I had never known, of persons of 
whose existence I was unaware. Moreover, 
they came as a direct answer to prayer. To 
me personally, these sittings brought such 
conviction of the ever-watchful care of a 
Father for His children, and His instant 
loving readiness to supply all our need, that 
I felt happier than ever in my life before. 

“If it were possible for me to pass on to 
even one soul what I have gained by these 
sittings it would make the writing of this 
account worth while in my eyes. There is 
nothing in what I have recorded that could 
be of general interest, or that speaks to 
anyone outside our own circle. 

“The ‘communications’ contain nothing 
beyond the ordinary familiar communications 
between members of one family, and to 
those who think such utterances unworthy 
of the spirit life they will be disappointing. 
But it is this very familiarity and homeliness, 
this * -ness' of the communications, 
ht me absolute conviction. 


says 
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Alice’s Story—Told by Her Spirit. 


WORK OF ve d SENT FROM THE ML WORLD. 


Wiss Bertha N. 


[ am not specially interested in Spirit- 
ualism; nor am I in the habit of 
development, though | am deeply interested 


in other forms of occultism. I sat with 


sitting foi 


Spiritu: ilists, though, on certain occasions, 
over twenty years ago, in fact, my first 
introduction to phenomena was w ite n sitting 
with ‘‘Alice,’’ then a girl of 


amateur psychic and a 


about twenty- 
two, a very gifted 
great personal friend. 

We, however, drifted apart, 
changes of residence, and I saw nothing ol 


owing to 
her for several years before she and her 
husband passed over, when engaged in war 
work. 

On September 5th, 1925, 
a friend who did not know ‘‘Alice,’’ or even 
know that I knew her. We suddenly felt that 

full of pov et, 
W egotre pl les at 
once, and, by means of the alphabet, learned 
that Alice had a story she wished me to write 


for her. (She was, when on earth, a well- 


I was calling on 


the room was extraordinarily 
ind therefore decided to sit. 


authoress, working in collaboration 


husband.) We agreed that I 


known 


with her 


should accept ‘‘impressions’’ of the story 
10.30 p.m. beginning that night, and, after 
one or two personal ‘messages, the powi 
ded That night I be | to recei e tl 
following story, exactly as it follow t 
the exception that I have 
netuation ; and a certalt 
par ranhi here 1t et ed ti ( 
it Bertha Grahar 


bove distant mountal!: acro 

waters of the gulf, and ahead of the 

haze of evening obscuring the « nt 

of the little town of Corfio Santo \ 
] 


beautiful in the extreme, and ni 
ever to our eves, lor we wert 
holiday, and little 


Serbia ! The I 


fora few weeks’ 


it wa for ever. 


war, the fierce exhilaration of cor a) 
terrible sights, the heartrendingne ol 
whole ghastly business and the tend 
flowers of heroism blossoming among the 
grisly horrors of war, Little Isolata, dear 
child of blue eyes and black tresses with the 


red kerchief tied over her black curls. 


Dear little 
emotional child with the woman's hear 
the firm faith in the Virgin's protection, the 
Holy Mother. whose picture hung over the 
Altar in the Cathedral at Sarajevo. Only 
one thought filled the heart of Isolata, her 
Jeada, far off fighting for his 
Austrians, the hated 
when she 


Isolata, gay and laughing 
t and 


boy husband, 
country against the 
ones. Isolata spat 
thought of them, Poor 
her first when we were with the Red Cross 
convoy, à dishevelled miserable little heap 
of misery in the ruins of her little white- 
washed cottage in the village of Aldovinovik. 
Her mother in law was dead, her own 
parents had fled with the younger childre: 

hefore the bands of Bulgars who had red 
borders on the outbreak of 


furiously 
Isolata, we saw 


over the 
hostilities. 
Isolata had stuck to the old dying woman 
with a fierce stolidity which spoke volumes 
for her tenacity of purpose, but that was 
weeks before we came along and found hei 
there sitting by the unburied Bulgars ; t! 


only thing of beauty in that desolate spot 
with her fine latin profile and scornful eyes 
She seemed the very spirit of Serb 
trodden yet proud, fierce sullen elem i 
with odd flashes of poetry in t | 
heroism of their days of stress 

Her man had gone to the wat lii i 
men of her village He was f ght ‘ 
0| the regiments Orresp x» varuely 


with our Territorials, or perhay 
with the Boer Commandos Strong and 
fierce he was, but could play on his guzla 


better than anyone in the vilayet- 
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Graham 1s a playwright and 
of Transatlanti fame. We do not print her name for 
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authoress f repute. [hi Ili 


Little Bird, Bird of my heart, 
Little Rose, Essence of jo: 


Little Bird. inging of love a e part 
In some such fashion ran thet Í 
song, and as the well-remembered 
in her ears ever and anon, Isolata hivered, 
and breathed a prayer tor het ove If 
she could reach him heat ju t once mort 
his full rich voice, see his sensitive f 


aglow with passion and patriotism. 


Where was he now? He jug] 
followed him with slavish devotion. S 
visualised him in his loose trou at 
white blouse as she had seen him last, « 
on one side, laughing, singing, shout 
defiance to Austrian and Bulgar alike Hi 
lo ed fig Itir did her 1 iehting i 
1 spree who ki ew M ert Ol d t 
Phe might sack \ 1a bef th : 
done | the l'url had f í o do 
| ( na hen Se lt ot Í 
He Hé! IN hnt ea ! And 

f y nt t S 
shio t d 
] e pt í He »uld 
: 
D 
G < 
S 
B d 
\ t | i ita \ 
ed 1 i Sh 
led one man, he tol m with fier 
itislaction, manage INT. i too, | no 
suspicion attached to het He \ s cru k 


and dead tired, it was no difficult matter to 
fle him. No fool 
the brute for a couple of hours after the deed 
ind find him 


i i 
was Iso ita, she lav by 


and then made believe to wake 
dead She shrieked did Isolata, and the 
others of the Band came running 
had E h ant ed to th e 


dacia her then and there 


to see what 
4 Orpi Wi 7 

Some were for 
in revenge, but Isolata protested so stoutly 


that she had but woke and found him lying 
| 


cold beside her that she convinced them. Or 
perhaps be: ause she was a comely woman 
ind full of vigour their desire led them to 


If hate co ild slay, not one of them would 

ive lived 

They moved She went with them 
Wh if - ] e co ile she do? Behind the 
lulearians was desolation, before them the 
peo fled Stacks of wheat were burned 


Y her country folk flying before the invader, 
fighting him as they fled. Standing here 
ambushing the Bulgarians. 
Scenes of horror Nights of debauchery. 
Isolata lived through them with one fierce 


till burning slumbrously in her 


E : rau 
| here was one man she loathed more than 
est. An elderly man, grey haired, 


ross bodied, his touch seemed more defiling 
than that of any, Day and night she sought 
lor some means of killing him without risk 
of discovery. It came at last, A chaled 
hecl, something noxious introduced im the 
dressing, a trifle of dirt, and Josip died in 
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MR. SW AFFE » TO LECTURE. 
Reni * OF i 
will be po d l 
to meet Mr. Han MN 


butions to tl 


apprectated On | 

he is speaking at St. | í 
Hill, eiS it 5 p \ 
tree, and doors opet | ] 

of music until & B 

it, seats can be re i 
reserved seats may be i i 
by post to the Office ol I 
and 2s. 6d. 

Lhese Reserved sent lick will «lm 
all holders to a Conversazione Ha 
from 7 to 8 p.m., with relreshment 

As only a limited number of Tickets a 
available, early application 1 elv ised Lhe 


proceeds will be devoted to th 
Church. Funds, 
Queen's. Road, 
minute of Forest Hill 
reachable from London Bridge 
20 minutes, or by tram from Victoria in 
about half am hour, Tt is particularly hoped 
that readers of this paper will show their 
appreciation of Mr. Swaffer's great services 
to the eause of Christian. Spiritualism, by 
making an effort to be present at this 


ibus ad Mis jii wth prendo 


Forest Phill, i$ within one 
Station, easily 
Station, un 
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CHURCHES AND MEETINGS. 
Where this Paper is on sale; and times of Sunday Services. 


“Teta —Éreenhill Hall, Station Road, 6.30 
Hastings.—4, Claremont, Sat., 7; Sun., 11 and 6.3 
Heckmondw ike.—~Tower Street, 2:3: 6 

Horwich, Lancs Chorley New Road, 10; 6.15; Mondays 7.30 
Howden-on-Tyne Church Street, 6.30 ’ 

ilford..—Pioneer Chambers, 7. 

Letehworth.—Howard Hall, 6.30 p.m. 

Liíncoln.-—Christian Spiritualists, 11, King Street, 6.30 
Liverpool.—123a, West Derby Street, 11; 6.30; 8 

Luton, Beds.—Castle Street Hall, Sp. Ev. Soc,, 11.30 and 6.30 
Middlesborough.—11, Garden Street. Every evening at 8. 
Morecambe.—Milton Rooms, Market Street, 3; 6.30. 
Northfield. —Hawkesley Hall, Longbridge Estate, 6.30, 

North Shields.—Temperance Hall, Norfolk Street, 6.30. 
Norwich,—Sch, Music, Rampant Horse Street, 7. 

Nuneaton. 

Oldham. —Hooper Street Lyc., 10.30; 3; 6.30; 8. 

Pontefract 18, Beast Fair, 2.45; 6.30. 


L Pontypool.—Cent, Sp, Ch., Osborne Road, 6.30. 
| Reading.—56, Bartholomew's Road, 6.30. 
i Richmond.—Free Ch., Ormonde Road, 7.30; Wed. 7.30. 
Romford.— Psychic Research Soc., 163, Brentwood Road, 6.30. 
Í Royton.—38, Sandy Lane, 3; 6.30. 
i Sheffield Meersbrook, Gospel Hall, Regent Terrace, 2,45 ; 6.30. 
&outhampton.—Oddf, Hall, St. Mary's Street, 11 and 6.30 
| St. Helen's, Lancs.—Mas. Buildings, Hall Street, 10.30 and 6.30. 
&tockport.—Ch. Sp. Ch., Mottram Street, 3; 6.30; 8. 
Sutton. —Co-op. Hall, Benhill Street, 6.30. 
. Swansea. Spiritual Ev. Ch., 47, rear of Walter Road, 6.30. 
Tre , Khonnda.— Judge's a t 2; 6; Wed., T. 
W rw on-« T yne Barry Street Hall 
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THE CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST. 
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— / 40th 


a Yap 


QUEEN'S ROAD, FOREST gg;  ' 
Minister - = Rev. J. W. POTTER 


NEXT SUNDAY—At 3.30. 


CLAIRVOYANCE 


Free to All. 
EVENING “SE RV ICE AT 6.30. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 28th, at 8 p.m., 


MR. HANNEN SWAFFER 


Will Speak. 
Church Open and Musical Selections from 70 
Tickets for Reserved Seats, price Ds. ind 
Conversazione in St. Luke's Hall, 7 to 8 [ 
Application for tickets should be made b: 
paper. 


Visitors are requested to arrive early. 


THE GLASTONBURY DISCOVERIES 


p 


Have demonstrated the Survival of Mind, Memory and Persor 
by the revelation of lost knowledge in permanent record 


Visit Glastonbury Abbey and read 


Che Gate of Remembrance 


| uw Chape id Loretto ( ipel | 


Che Company of Avalon 


Bv F. BLIGH BOND, F.R.1.B.A., Director of I 
1008 1922 


Both books 7s. 6d. net (post 8s.) to be obtained of the Secretary, “Glastonbury 
Seripts," 4, Stratford Road, W.8. 


List of publi« (tions post free n app 


“KATHLEEN.” A Study 
By the Rev. JOHN ag Paci D.D. 


This i» really a great book fille d with 
earth, and the life bevond It wi sco, vog vho t ^ 
prot lems of life and death. ‘ Kathleen ' is an out ur , k ' = ag 
permanent influence on the minds f many.’ Li rt 

The most informative book we have ever read." — The Christian ritus 


HUTCHINSON'S 8/* NET. 


THE SOCIETY OF COMMUNION. 


All interested in Christian Spiritualism are invited to join 
the Society of Communion, formed to study and make knows 


the findings of Psychic Research, as loyal servants of our 
Divine Lord, Jesus Christ. 


No. 34, LANCASTER ROAD, SOUTH NORWOOL 
PARK, S.E.25 
Hon. Sec. : Rev. J. W. POTTER 


The Christian Spiritualist, 
ORDER FORM. 


Price 2d., post free 24d. Six Months 5) - post fre 

Three Months 2/6 post free. Twelve Months 10 - post free 
Cheques and P.O.'s should be crossed. 

To the Publishers of “The Christian Spiritualist, 
oe Lancaster Road, South Norwood, Londoa, $2.5 
i gne f uim 
lm aubscviption fow “The Chase 


manths, which please send post tret 
20th, 1926. 


Every Tuesday 


|p! tanga a sm 
nt, d. Lancaster Rem! South — 
Ll Sens, Temple Howe BES 
Agento (Town ami Provin 


